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Dr. Dianne t t ie lson
Utah Divis ion of  Oi l
355  W.N.  Temp le
3 Tr iad Center,  Sui te
SaIt  Lake City,  Utah

Dear  Dr .  t l ie lson:
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The Of f ice  o f  Sur face Uin ing Rec lamat ion and Enforcement  (OSM)
has completed an in i t ia l  rev iew of  Co-Op Min ing Company 's  permi t
appf icat ion package (PAP) for extending underground mining
operat ions at  the Bear Canyon mine into Federal  lease U-0243L6.
We offer the fol lowing comments for lzour considerat ion and
ac t i on .

After approval  of  the appl icat ion by the Divis ion of  OiI ,  Gas and
Mining (DOGI,I) ,  the reclamation bond wi l l  need to be changed to be
payable to both the State and the United States of f ice of  Surface
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement.  A copy of the bond should be
f orrararded by Utah DOGM to OSM.

The Bear Canyon mine is in the Upper Colorado River Basin and may
affect endangered f ishes in the r iver.  Therefore, OSM is
requ i red to  consu l t  w i th  the U.S.  F ish and Wi ld l i fe  Serv ice under
the Endangered Species Act before the mining plan can be
approved. Before OSM may begin consultat ion, Co-Op must provide
an est imate of  the average annual deplet ion of  surface f low
(acre-feet)  that wi l l  resul t  f rom aII  operat ions at  the Bear
Canyon  m ine  ( i . e . ,  ope ra t i ons  on  non -Federa l  and  Federa l  l ands ) .

Upon rece ip t ,  p lease forward a  copy o f  the proof  o f  pub l ica t ion
of the newspaper advert isement.

Under the cooperat ive agreement,  Utah DOGM wi l l  prepare, in
cooperat ion with OSM, dD environmental  assessment (EA) for the
proposed act ion.  Federa l  lease U-0243L6 was issued in  1958,  thus
the EA should address the environmental  considerat ions of  sect ion
522 (a) ( f )  of  the Surface Mining Control  and Reclamation Act
(SMCRA) of L977 in accordance with the latest EA format and
guidance document (enclosed) .  Please forward at  your ear l iest
convenience a draft  of  the EA for our review,



On page 2-3 of  the PAP, the lease number in the legal  descr ipt ion
should be U-0243L6 and the lease number at  the end of the
paragraph be low the lega l  descr ip t ion should  be U-024319.

Please not i fy us of  your schedule for processing the PAP so that
we may schedule our other work accordingly.

I f  you have any quest ions, please contact Richard Holbrook or me
a t  ( 303 )  844 -2400 .

S incerely ,

Crpr^)ri 6;"nI-
Ranvi r  S ingh,  Chi6 f
Federal Lands Branch

Encl-osure

cc 3 Albuguerque Field Off ice
BLM, Moab Distr ict  Off ice
Mant i-La SaI Nat ional  Forest
USFWS Salt Lake City
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SUGGESTED FORMAT
FOR THE

FEDERAL I{TNTNG PI,AN ACTTONS
(TTTLE v)

EMVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
AND

FINDING OF NO STGNTFICANT IMPACT

Surface Mining Reclarnat,ion and Enforcement
Western Field Operations
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EMTIROMTENTAI.| AggEggI{ENT

( Insert  u ine l tamel COal Mine
Mining Plan (or,  l , t in ing ptan i todi f  icat ion,  as appropr iate)

Federal Lease Number ( s ) i lnsert nrmbers)
(lnsert County & State)

(lnsert Any Other Pertinent Information, if appticabte)

Jointly Prepared
by

( lnsert Federat/State/Tribat Agency l lame)

and

United States Department of the Interior
office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement

Western Field Operations
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CflAPTER T
INTRODUCTION

A. Purpose and Need for the Action

INOTE: Brieffy describe the underlying purpose and need
that the agency is responding to in proposing the
al ternat ives, including the proposed act ion t4o cFR
L5o2 .L3 l .  t tNeed f f  i s  de f i ned  as  ( i )  t he  l ack  o f  someth ing
requ is i te ,  des i rab ler  or  usefu l ,  o r  (  i i )  a  cond i t ion
reguiring supply or relief , whereas rtpurposerr is defined
as ( i )  the goal or ( i i )  the end to be at tained. Be sure
to ident i fy the responsible Federal  of f ic ia l  and the
decisions (s) that must be made with respect to the
current proposal.  (For example: the Assistant Secretary
of the fnterior for Land and Minerals Management must
approve, disapprove , or conditionally approve the (insert
mine namel mine Mining Plan (or, t{ ining Ptan l lodif ication, as appropriate) for
Federal lease number ( s ) ( insert nrnters) subrnitted by ( insert company
name) Mining Company) . l

B. Proj ect Baclcgroundr/General Information

INOTE: Provide the reader with a br ief  descr ipt ion of  the
past history of the area/nine as it relates to the
current proposal . This should include ( i ) past rnining
act iv i ty  ( type,  dates,  ex tent ,  e tc .  )  ,  ( i i )  to ta l
permit ted and disturbed acreage, ( i i i )  surface and
mineral ownership of the proj ect area, ( iv) current land
use (s) ,  (v)  past problems/concerns, and (vi)  any other
pertinent background information. l

c. nxisting/Related Environmental Documents

INOTE: Identify any previous environmental assessments
or environmental impact statements that cover the same
or simi lar act ions (part icular ly any coal  leasing
documents) and briefly explain the relationship of these
documents to the current proposal(s).  Include ( i )  the
t i t le of  the document,  ( i i )  the name of the or iginat ing
of f ice /agency,  ( i i i )  the date  o f  re lease,  and ( iv )  an
explanation of the environmental coverage contained in
the related document that is pertinent to the current
proposa l .
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Be sure that the environmental analyses and conclusions
in the current EA are consistent with those in any
previous documents.  Any di f ferences should be ident i f ied
and evaluated in chapter IV.

For example: osM-Ers- l -L rhe f  inal  environmental
impact statement on the "Approval of state and rndian
Reclamation Program Grants Under Tit le IV of the Surface
Mining Control  and Reclamation Act of  L977n was issued
by the Off ice of  Surface Mining Reclamation and
Enf orcement in November l-9I3 . The Ers describes and
analyzes the environmental impacts that would result from
approval of State or Tribal grants t i t concentrates on
the adverse/beneficial inpacts and standard reclamation
act iv i t ies associated with eight maj or categories of
abandoned coal mine problems in the united states.
(Here,  inser t  tex t  to  expta in  the re ta t ionshfp o f  OStr l -EIS- . |1  to  the cur rent  pro ject ,  i f  any. ) ]
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CIIAPTER II
DESCRTPTION OF THE AI,TERNATIVES

INOTE: The purpose of this chapter is to provide the
decisionmaker and the publ ic wi th a clear basis for
choice among the available options. The Council on
Environmental Quality considers the contents of this
chapter to be the rrheartfr of the environmental document
[40  cFR  1 -502 .L4 ] . l

A. Primary Alternatives Under Analysis

1. Al ternat ive L:  Approval  of  the Proposed Mining Plan (or,  Minins
ptan Modification, as appropriate) (the Proposed Action) .

Under this alternative, the Assistant Secretary--Land and
Mineral Management would approve the applicant I s proposed mining
plan (or, mining ptan nrodif ication, as appropriate) fof the (insert mine namel mine. The
appl icant I ( insert conpany nane) , Pfoposes tO : ( insert addi tionat text)

INOTE: Provide a complete, concise description of the
current proposal. ft should be accurate and as detailed
as necessary to enable the environmental analysis team,
the reader, and the decisionmaker to have a general
understanding as to what on-the-ground activit ies would
take place i f  th is al ternat ive were selected. fnclude
( i )  a  lega l  descr ip t ion o f  the pro jec t  proposa l ,  ( i i )  a
map of the proj ect area ( identifying the proj ect
Iocat ion) ,  ( i i i )  p roposed t ime schedule(s)  for  comple t ion
of the proposal , ( iv) the amount of acreage involved, (v)
any design features or management practices that would
be used to avoid or minimize environmental  harm, (v i i )
any special conditions reguired by a regulatory authority
(  i .  e.  ,  in the permit  to mine coal ,  or other associated
permit t ing/cornpl iance act iv i ty) ,  and (vi i i )  the
ant ic ipated fu ture  land use(s)  o f  the pro jec t  area.  f f
appropr iate,  also ident i fy ( i )  any of  the past problems
in the project area that would, or would not, be
corrected, ( i i )  any of  the past permit ted/disturbance
acreage that wouldr or would not, b€ permitted/reclaimed
under the proposed act ion al ternat ive, and/or ( i i i )  any
other pertinent information that supports the
purpose/need for the proposal ( from the rtpurpose and
needrr and trbackgroundfr sections in chapter I ) . Do NOT
include discussions of environmental impact, inasmuch as
that information is presented in chapter IV. l
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2. Al ternat ive 2z Disapproval  of  the Proposed Mining Plan (or,
Minins Pl .an l lodi f icat ion,  as appropr iate) ( the I tNo Act iontr  a l ternat ive) .

Under this al ternat ive, the Assistant Secretary--Land and
Minerat Management would disapprove the applicant I s proposed mining
p lan  (oF,  min ing  p tan  nod i f i ca t ion ,  as  eppropr ia te )  fo r  the  ( inser t  m ine  naml  mine ,  ds
descr ibed under al ternat ive L ( insert  'or  any of  i ts  reasonabte at ternat ives, , ,  i f
appl ,  icabte) .  As a resul t  I  ( insert  addi t isral  text)  .

INOTE: Descr ibe the t td isapproval  (no act ion) al ternat ivert
in enough detail to enable the EA team, the reader, and
the decisionmaker to have a general understanding as to
what on-the-ground activit ies would or would not take
place should this al ternat ive be selected and no mining
act iv i ty take p1ace. (This is usual ly a cont inuat ion of
the past/current management taking place in the specif ic
project area. Where appropr iate,  the discussion can
refer the reader to the ttbackgrroundft section in chapter
I for additional information on past/current management
pract ices.  ) Also, ident i  fy/repeat (  i )  those past
problems in the proposed proj ect area that would not be
corrected'  ( i i )  the past disturbance acreage that would
not  be rec la imed,  and/or  ( i i i )  any o ther  spec i f ic
purpose/need that would not be accomplished, if this
alternative were chosen ( frorn the rrpurpose and needrr and
rrbackgroundrr sections in chapter f ) . Do NOT include
discussions of environmental impact, inasmueh as that
information is presented in chapter IV. l

B. Other Reasonable Alternatives (irrctude onty if appropriate)

L. Alternative 3 : Approval of the Proposed Mining PIan (or,
r ' l in ine Ptan l , lodi f  icat ion,  as appropr iate) ,  wi th Addi t ional  Federal  Condi t ions (  the
Modif ied Proposal)  .

Under this alternative, the Assistant Secretary--Land and
Mineral Management would approve the applicant I s proposed mining
plan (or, mining ptanmodification, ss appropriate) for the (insert mine naml mine, subject
to the following Federal conditionsr/rnodif ications: (insert additionar text)

[NorE: Provide a comprete description of the
modif icat ions to the proposed act ion. I t  should,  once
again, be accurate and as detailed as necessary to enable
the EA team, the reader, and the decisionmaker to have
a general understanding as to how the on-the-ground
act iv i t ies would be di f ferent i f  th is al ternat ive were
chosen, rather than the proposed action described under
al ternat ive L.  Ident i fy,  as appropr iate,  any di f ferences
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in ( i )  the legal  descr ipt ion of  the project proposal,
( i i )  the map of the project area ( ident i fy ing any changes
to  the  p ro jec t  l oca t i on ) ,  ( i i i )  t he  t ime  schedu le (s )  f o r
complet ion of  the proposal,  (  iv)  the amount of  acreage
involved ( identifying any changes to the proj ect
acreage) , (v) any design features or management practices
that would be used to avoid or minimize environrnental
harm, and/or (v i i )  the future land use(s) of  the project
area.  I f  appropr ia te ,  a lso ident i fy  ( i )  any d i f fe rences
in the past problems in the area that wouldr or would
not,  b€ corrected, (  i i )  any di f ferences in past
permit ted/disturbance acreage that would,  ot  would not,
be permit ted/reclaimed, and/or ( i i i )  any other
diffelences in the way the purpose/need would be
accompl ished, under the modif ied proposal ( frorn the
rrpurpose and needrr and ftbackgroundtr sections in chapter
I)  '  Concentrate on di f ferences between this al ternat ive
and the proposed action. Do NOT include discussions of
environmental impact, inasmuch as that information is
presented in chapter IV.

rn most cases, it is not necessary to evaluate both the
appl icantrs proposal (  i .  e.  ,  wi thout addi t ional  Federal
condit ions; discussed under al ternat ive 1) and the
modi f ied proposa l  ( i .e . ,  w i th  add i t iona l  Federa l
conditions; discussed under alternative 3 ) in the same
document. If additional conditions are necessary for the
applicant I s proposal to be acceptable to the Assistant
Secretary, approving it without those condit j-ons would
not be a reasonable al ternat ive, and visa versa. Discuss
that al ternat ive (  i .  e.  ,  the one considered to be
unreasonable) in the next section as one that was
considered, but el iminated from detai led analysis. l

2.  ( l re l ,ude a s imi tar  d iscuss ion for  any other  reasonabte a t ternat ives,  as  appropr ia te . )

C. other Alternatives Considered But Elininated From Detailed
analysis

INOTE: Briefly describe any other alternatives that might
have ful f i l led the purpose(s) and need of the proposed
action but that were dismissed after additional
considerat ion and, thereforer t te l iminated from detai led
analys is .  r r This could include (  i )  addi t ional
rnodi f  icat ions to the proposed act ion, (  i i )  a l ternat ives
deemed technical ly infeasible ,  ( i i i )  procedural
alternatives, and (iv) alternatives deemed economically
impract ical .
d isn issed.  l

ITTTLE V ]
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CIIAPTER ITI
THE AFFECTED EIN'IRONI,TENT

INOTE: The purpose of th is chapter is to c lear ly descr ibe
the current environment of the area(s) that might be
affected by the alternatives under consideration. The
descriptions should be no longer than necessary for an
overall understanding of the effects of implenenting the
alternatives described in chapter II t 4 0 CFR l-502 . l-5 I .
Remember that chapter IIf should describe |twhat is, tt not
rrwhat would be. rr Do NOT include discussions of
environmental impact, inasmuch as that information is
presented in chapter IV. l

A.  General  Eett ing

INOTE: Br ief ly descr ibe the general  sett ing of  the
area(s) under analysis.  Provide the reader with a mental
picture of  what the area looks l ike. l

B. Cr i t ical  Elenents

INOTE: Crit ical elements are items that must be
considered during the evaluation of the proposal because
of law' regtulat ion, pol icy,  instruct ion, or direct ive.
Cri t ical  elements nust be spqci f ical lv addressed as
being, or not being, present in or around a proposed
project area. f f  a cr i t ical  element is present in the
project area, the environmental assessment MUST discuss
its current status and/or extent. If several crit ical
elements are not present, they may be addressed either
separately, under headings/sentences for each element,
or by combining them, urider a single heading/senEence
(9.9., t 'The fot l ,or ir€ cri t ical,  etenents have been evatuated and have been determined to

not  be present  in  the area:  *  *  t  . r ) .  ]

1. Cultural  ,  paleontological  r  or histor ic resource values (per
the Archeotogical Resources Protection Act of 1979i the Archeol,ogical and Historic Preservation Act of 1974;
the Nationat ] l istoric Preservation Act of 196l ,  as amerded; the Antiquit ies Act of 1906; Executive Order 11593,
concerning the Protection and Enhancemnt of the Cuttural Envirorrnent; the Arprican Indian Rel, igious Freedom
Act of 1978; the Historic Sites Act of 1935; O,tB Circutar A-102; and the Surface l . l ining Control and Reclamation
Act of 1977).

o Are any cutturat, paleontological,  or historic vatues present in or around the project area?
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a. '

o If  so, indicate the location and extent of these vatues, and describe their current status
and condit ion.

2. Water qual i ty/supply values (per the ctean tteter Act; the
Coordination Act, '  and the Surface l l ining Control and Rectamtion Act of 1977).

o Are any Hater bodfes, streams, aquifers, or acplifer recharge areas present in or
project area?

F i sh  and  t J i ' l . d t i f e

around the

o If  so, indicate the tocation ond extent of the rater bodies/strem/acpifers/recharge areas,
and describe their current status, State and/or Federat ctassif icet ion, and condit ion.

3. Wetland values (per Executive order 11990; the cl,ean uater Act; and the surface Minins
Control Reclarnation Act of 1977r.

o Are any Hettands (or nettand vegetation species) present in or arowd the project area?

o If  so, indicate the tocation and extent of these ret l ,ard areas, and describe their type,
current status, uses, and condit ion.

4. Floodplain/unstable geology concerns (per Executive order 1988 and the
Surface t{ ining Control and Reclanation Act of 19TT).

o Are any naturaI harard lands (e.g., f toodptains, urstable geotogy, etc,) present in or around
the project area?

o If  so, indicate the tocation and ertent of these tards, and describe their current status
and condit ion, and their potential to endanger ] i fe or property.

5 . Threatened or endangered' plant/animal species (per the Endansered
Species Act and the Surface l l ining Controt and Recl,amatim Act of 1977r.

o Are any threatened or endangered ptant species present in or around the project area?

o Are any threatened or endangered ritdtife species (or their habitat) present in or around
the project area?

o If  so, indicate the tocation and extent of these species ard/or their habitat,  ard describe
their curreri t  status and condit ion.

5. Migratory birds of high Federal interest (per the uisratory Bird Treaty
Act; the Batd Eagte Protection Act of 19TSl and the Surface tt ining Control and Rectanation Act of 1977).

o Are any migratory bird species of high Federal interest (or their habitat) present in or
around the project area?

o If  so, indicate the location and extent of
their current status and condit ion.

I  TrTLE v]

these species ardlor their habitat,  and describe

I



7 . Renewable resource/unique agricultural values (per the Farmtand
Protection Poticy Act and the Surface l , l ining Control and Recl,amation Act of 1977).

o lre any renelabte resource,/rniq.re agricultural lands present in or around the project area?

o If  so, indicate the tocation and extent of these lands, and describe their current status
and condition. Identify rhether these tands prod.rce food or fiber products or coutd be
considered to be either prine farrntands or areas that inctude attuviat val l ,ey f loors.

8. ReCfeational lfesoUfce values (per the ltational, Envirorrnentat Pol,icy Act of
1969,' the l l i td ard Scenic Rivers Act,. the Ctean Air Act; and the Surface l{ining Controt and Rectamation Act of
1977) .

o Are any exist ing or proposed xi lderness areas, 6reas of cr i t ical envirorrnental concern,
and/or ri td and scenic rivers preserit in or around the project area or in the generat region?

o Are any parks,  park tands,  eco log icat ty  cr i t ica t  areas,  or  o ther  areas of  sc ient i f ic ,
ecotogicat, recreationat, scenic, or aesthetic i l lportance present in or around the project area
or in the generat regfon?

o If  so, indicate the tocation and exteri t  of these recreational resources, and describe their
current stetus and condit ion.

9. Social  and economic values (per the xat ional  Envirormentat  Pot icy Act of  1969
and the surface tlining controt and Rectamation Act of 1gr7).

o Are any sociat or economic vatr.ps present in or around the project area or i,n the generat
region?

o If  so, irodicate the generat nature and
status and condit ion.

extent of these vatues, and describe their current

L0. Conformance with Federal ,  State,  regional,  and/or loca1
land use plansr Programs, and pol ic ies (per the lat ionat,  Envf rorrnentat  Pot icy Act of
1969 and the surface l,lining controt and Reclamation Act of rgv) .

o Are any Federat, Stete, regionat, or tocat tand
either the project area or the generat region?

o lf so, irdicate both the generat nature of these
extent of their effects, and describe their current

use ptans/prograrm/potfcies in effect in

land use plans/prograrc/poticies and the

status and condit ion.

C. Other Affected Resourees

INOTE: Descr ibe any other physical ,  b iological ,  social ,
and/or economic factors within the project area
environment that are important to either the irnpact
analysis in chapter IV, or the decis ionmaker/readerrs
overall understanding of the project area, l
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CEAPTER TV
ElrvIRotu.tEttTAIr coNgEQuENeEg oF TEE AT,TERNATMS

INOTE: The purpose of this chapter is to provide the
reader and the decisionmaker with the scientif ic and
analytical basis for choosing between the proposed action
and the alternatives. This chapter should identify and
discuss the environmental effects from implementing each
of the alternatives identif ied in chapter fI [40 CFR
L5O2. 15 I  .

Technically, the environmental evaluation reguired in an
environmental assessment is aimed at enabling the
decisionmaker to determine whether or not an
environmental impact statement should be prepared. To
enable the decisionmaker to do this, the environmental
assessment needs to present an evaluation of all the
environmental irnpacts resulting from the various
alternatives and determine whether these impacts would
be signif icant when considered either separately or
col lect ively.  The level  of  detai l  and analysis of  a
given impact should be consistent with the degree of
potential inportance. The analysis should be brief and
concise. Unnecessary descriptive material should not be
used to obscure a lack of  analysis.

Complete an irnpact analysis for each alternative,
including the frno actionfr alternative (and the trmodified
proposal rr  a l ternat ive, when appl icable) ,  and discuss
irnpacts to each resource discussed in the rrAf f ected
Environmentrr  chapter (e.g.  ,  t tcr i t ical  elementsrf  as wel l
as any tf other af fected resourcestf ) . To eliminate any
possible confusion, be sure to present the inpact
analyses relating to each alternative in the same order
that they were presented/descr ibed in chapter I I  (e.9,
present the impacts related to the ttproposed actionrl
al ternat ive f i rst)  .

Discuss the environmental consequences in enough detail
so that the decisionmaker and the public can compare and
evaluate the various alternatives, and ult imately select
the best al ternat ive.

Describe the probable ef fects/inpacts of inplernenting
each of the alternatives. Remember that impacts are the
CHANGES from the current situation that was
discussed/ ident i f ied in chapters I  and f I I .  Use
qual i tat ive terms (e.  g.  ,  t tmajof  ,  t t  r fmoderate,  rr  r rminor,  t l
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t fnegl ig ibler t r  and frno impactr)  to descr ibe the
anticipated magnitude of those impacts. Terms such as
ft  s igni f  icant,  f r  t rpotent ia l  to become signi f  icant,  r r  and
i l insigni f icantt f  descr ibe the t f  importancefr  of  a part icular
impact to the human environment. Impacts wil l  be assumed
to be insigni f  icant unress ident i f  ied other:wise.

rt is irnportant to remember that the presence and
identif ication of signif icant irnpacts requires the
preparation of an environmental irnpact statement, prior
to the author ized off icer making a decis ion. For an
environmental assessment to conclude with a trf inding of
no signif icant impact, rr the impact analysis in that
environmental assessment must prove to the decisionmaker
and the reader that signif icant inpacts are not present. l

A.  Cr i t ical  Elements

INOTE: Crit ical elements are items that must be
considered during the evaluation of the proposal because
of law, regJulat ion, pol icy,  instruct ion, or direct ive.
Crit ical elements that were specif ically addressed as
being present in or around the projecl area in the
chapter III description of the environment must be
anaryzed accordingly in this chapter for each
alternative. ff crit ical elements were addredsed with
negat ive statements in chapter rrr  (e.g. ,  they do not
exist  in or around the projet t  area),  they may be oni t ted
from this chapter. l

L.  Cultural ,  paleontological  ,  or histor ic resource values (per
the Archeological Resources Protection Act of 1979i the Archeotogical,  and Historic Preservation Act of 1974;
the l ' lat ional Historic Preservation Act ol 19df ,  as amended; the Antiquit ies Act of 1906; Executive order 11593,
concerning the Protection and Er*rancement of the Cultural Envirormnt; the Alrerican tndian Retigious Freedom
Act of 1978; the Historic si tes Act of 1935; o{B circular A-102; and the surface i l ining controt and Reclamation
Act of 1977r.

o l lere any cutturat, pateontotogicat, or historic vatues determined to be present in or around
the pro ject  area in  chapter  l l l?

o Have th€ apPropriate Federat and/or Stste historic/cuttural agencies been contacted?

o ldentify/discuss the effect(s) thst the action proposed under each etternstive rotrld have
on those cuttural/pateontologicat/historic vatues. Be sure to inctude the information provided
by the historic/cutturat agencies that Here contacted.

I  rrTLE V] l -L



2- Watef  qual i ty/supply values (per the ctean uater Act;  the Fish and tJ i rdt i fe
coordination Act; and the Surface tlining Controt and Rectamation Act of 1977).

o lJere any rater bodies, streams, aq,lifers, or aquffer recharge areas determind to be present
in or aror.rnd the project ares in chapter I I I?

o Have the appropriate Federat and/or State rater qual,itylsupply agencies been contactd?

o ldenti fy/discuss the effect(s) that the action proposed r.nder each atternative Hould have
on the vatues associated r i th those Hater bodies/streams/acpifer/recharge areas, part icul,arty
any loss or reduction in their tong-term prod.rct ivi ty. Be sure to fnctude the information
provided by the rater quatity/srfpty agerrcies that rere contacted.

3. Wetland values (per Executive order , |1990; the ctean uater Act; and the surface Mining
and Rectsrptim Act of 19TT).

o lJere any Hettands (or xetland vegetation species) determined to be present in or around the
pro ject  area in  chapter  I l l?

o Have the sPpropriate FederaI and/or State rrater Cuatity agencies been contactd?

o ldenti fy/discuss the effect(s) that the action proposed r.rnder each atternative routd have
on the vatues associated vith those retlends. Be sure to irctr,rde the information provided
by the rater qratity agencies that Here contacted.

c*f"t

4 . Floodplain/unstable
Surface l,lining Controt and Recl,arnation Act of

o Llere any natural hazard lands (e.g.,
present in or aror.nd the project area

o Have the appropriate Federal, and/or

o Ident i fy /d iscuss the ef fec t (s)  that
on the concerns associated r i th those
endanger tife or property. Be sure to
agencies that rere contactd.

geolOgy COnCefnS (per Executive Order 11988 and the
1977r .

f toodptains, ulstabte geology, etc.) determined to be
in  chap te r  I I I ?

State land management agencies been contacted?

the action proposed lnder each atternative xould have
naturat hazard lards, part icularl ,y their potentia[ to
include the information provided by the tand managefnent

5 . Threatened or endangered plant/animal species (per the Endansered
Species Act and the Surface ilining Control ard Rectamation Act ol 1977).

o uere any threatened or endangered plant species deternined to be present in or around the
pro ject  arca in  chapter  l l l?

o l lere any threatened or endangered r i tdt i fe species (gr their habitat) determined to be
present in or around the project area in chapter I I I?

o Have the apPropriate Federat and/or State f ish and r i tdt i fe agencies been contacted?

o ldentify/discuss the effect(s) that the action proposed r.nrder each atternative Hould have
on the vatr.rcs associated rith those threatened/endangered species. Be sure to inctude the
information provided by the f ish and r i tdt i fe agerrcies that r.ere contacted.
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6. Migratory birds of high Federal interest (per the l , t isratory Bird Treaty
Act; the Bald Eagte Protection Act of 1973; and the Surface l l ining Control,  and Rectamation Act of 1977).

o lJere any migratory bird species of high Federal interest (or their habitat) determined to
be present in or around the project area in chapter I t I?

o Have the apPropriate Federal and/or State f ish and r i tdt i fe agencies been contacted?

o Identi fy/discuss the effect(s) that the action proposed r.nrder each atternstive rould have
on the vatues associated r i th those migratory species. Be sure to inctude the information
provided by the f ish and r i tdt i fe agencies thst Here contactd,

!

I'l

I
I Z. Renewable resource/unique agricultural values (per the

Protection Poticy Act and the Surface i l ining Controt and Recl,amation Act of 1977).

FarmI  and

o lJere any renerabte resource/unique agricuttural lands, that prodtrce food or fiber products
or cotttd be considered to be either pri i l re farml,ands or areas that inctrde attuvial valtey
ftoors, determined to be present in or around the project area in chapter I I I?

o Have the appropriate Federal and/or State soit conservation agencies been contactd?

o ldenti tVft iscuss the effect(s) that the action proposed under each atternative xoutd have
on the vatues associated rith those renerabte resource,/tniqre agricutturat lands, particul.arl,y
any toss or redrct ion in their tong-term productivi ty. Be sure to inctr.rde the information
provided by the soit cmseryation agencies that rere contscted.

8. Recfeational fesoufce values (per the flationat Envirormentat, Poticy Act of
1969; the tritd and Scenic Rivers Act; the Ctean Air Act; and the Surface l{ining Controt and Reclamation Act of
1977> .

o lJere any existing or proposed rilderness 8reas, arees of criticat envirormental concern,
and/or ri td and scenic rivers determined to be present in or aror.nd the project area or in the
genera l  reg ion in  chapter  I I t?

o uere any parks,  park tands,  ecotog icat ty  cr i t ica l  areas,  or  o ther  areas of  sc ient i f ic ,
ecotogicat, recreationat, scenic, or aesthetic irportarrce determired to be present in or around
the project area or in the general region in chapter I I I?

o Have the appropriate Federat, Stete, andlor tocat tand rnanagement agerrcies been contacted?

o ldenti fy/discuss the effect(s) that the action proposed under each atternative routd have
on the vatues associated rt i th those recreation resources. Be sure to inclr,rde the information
provided by the tand management agencies that rere contactd.

9. Social  and eConomic values (per the xet ionat Envirormentat  Pot icy Act ot  1969
and the surface l.lining control and Recl,ametion Act of lgrl) .

o lJere any sociat or econmic vatues determined to be present in or around the project area
or  in  the genera l  reg ion in  chapter  I I I?
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o Have the appropriate State and/or locat ptaming agencies been contacted?

o ldenti fy/discuss the effect(s) that the action proposed under each atternative woutd have
on those vatues. Be sure to inctr.rde the information provided by the ptanning agencies that
Here contactd.

L0. Conformance l t i th Federal ,  State,  regional,  and/or local
use p1ans,  Programs,  and po l ic ies  (per  the l ta t ionat  Env i rormentat  pot icy  Act  o f
the Surfsce t{ ining Control and Rectmation Act o( 19TTl .

o lJere any Federal,  state, regional, or tocat tend use ptans/programs/poticies determined to
be present in either the project area or the general,  region in chapter l t l?

o Have the appropriate Federal, State, and/or tocat land managenent/ptarning agencies been
contacted?

o ldenti fy/discuss the cofipgtibit i ty of the action proposed wrder each atternative r i th these
land use ptans/prograns/poticies and the effect(s] that the action routd have on the values
associated r i th them. Exptain any necessary inconsistency or inconpatibit i ty. Be sure to
incLtde the information provided by the tand management/ptamirp agencies that xere contacted.

B. Other Affected Regources

INorE: Any other physical ,  b io]ogical ,  social ,  and/or
economic factors of the environment that trere identified
and specif ically addressed as being present in or around
the project area in the chapter f l f description of the
environment IIUST be analyzed for EACH alternative in this
chapter. Only those factors that were included in
chapter III to provide a clear overall understanding of
the project area by the decisionmaker/reader may be
ornitted from this chapter. l

C. Cumulative fmpacts

INOTE: For each alternative, describe the anticipated
cumulative impacts. ftCumulative environmental impactsrl
are defined as those that result from the incremental
impacts of an action added to other past, present, and
reasonably foreseeable future actions, regardless of who
is responsible for such actions. Cumulative impacts can
result from individually rninor but collectively important
actions taking place over a period of t ime t40 cFR
L508.7f.  Remember that the presence/ importance of an
impact cannot be avoided by terming an aCtion temporary
or by breaking it down into small component parts t40 CFR
L5o8  . 27  (b )  ( 7 )  I  .

Be sure to provide a clear description of those other
past, Pt€sent, and reasonably foreseeable future
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pTojects/activities that make up the cumulative scenario,
either here or in the backgrouna section of chapter f. l

D- Mit igation Measureg ( incr,ude onty i f  appropriate)

[NorE: For each al ternat ive, ident i fy and discuss any
additional mitigation measures, above and beyond those
design features of  the proposal ident i f  ied in chapter I I ,
that could resolve or reduce the magnitude of a
part icular impact [  4 o cFR ] .502 .  L6 (h) I  .  r f  arr  the
necessary nit igation measures have been included in the
part icular al ternat ive as part  of  the project design, and
there is no need for addi t ionar mit igat ion, th is
discussion is not needed in the environmental assessment.

Four general types of rnit igation are usually recogrnized;
those that ( i  ) urinimize impacts by l irnit ing the degree
or magnitude of the action or its irnplernentation, ( i i)
compensate for the irnpact by replacing or providing
substitute resources or habitat, ( i1i) reCtify the impact
by rehabi l i tat ion, restorat ion, or repair  of  the af fected
environment, and (iv) reduce or eliminate the irnpact over
some stated time period. ..

Remember that rnitigation should exert the MINIMW control
necessary to protect the environment and that any
identif ied mitigation measures MUST be both enforceable
and reasonable.  l

E. Unavoidable Adverse Impacts (irrtude onty if appropriate)

INOTE: For each alternative, describe those environrnental
effects which cannot be avoided should that alternative
be inplemented [40 CFR 1502.15] .  Unavoidable adverse
impacts are those that remain after additional rnit igation
measures (fron section D, above) have been factored into
the analysis.

I f there are no additional rnit igation measures to be
evaluated (e.9.  ,  none were discussed in the t tmit igat ion
measuresrr section of this chapter) , this discussion is
not needed in the environmental assessment. The
unavoidable adverse impacts are essentially those same
impacts that were discussed in the ff fmpacts,I section and
do not need to be repeated. l

F. short-term uses versus Long-term productivity
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INOTE: For each alternative, explain how the short-term
use of the environment ( for inplementation of the
particular alternative being analyied) would affect the
long-term productivity of the resources that make up that
environment t40 cFR L5o2. rGl .  The local  short- term
impacts of each alternative are those that occur during
the period from init ial development/construction activity
associated with the particulai alternative through mining
to the end of the successful reclamation associated with
that alternative. Long-term impacts of the proj ect are
usually those that are permanent or would persist beyond
the end of successful reclamation. l

Iffieversible and Imetrievable Connitments of ResoureeE

INOTE: For each alternative, describe any irreversible
and irretrievable cornmitments of resources that may be
involved should that alternative be implemented [40 CFR
L502. 15I .  An rr  i r reversible and/or i r retr ievable
comrnitment of resources t wil t occur when any
environmental resource is either consumed, committed, or
Iost during the l i fe of the project. The commitment of
a resource is tt irreversibler when the productivity of
that resource (current and/or potential) is lost and,
once los t ,  can never  be rega ined ( i .e . ,  the loss  o f  th is
productivity cannot be |treversedrr ) . The commitment of
a resource would be It irretrievablerf when the productivity
of that resource (current and/or potential) is lost foi
the l i fe of the proposal but can be regained at some
future tirne ( i. e. , the ross of this productivity can be
I t reversedtf  

)  .  ]
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CEAPTER V
CONSULTATION A!{D COORDTNATION

organizations, and Agencies Contacted

INOTE: Ident i fy any person (s) ,  organi zat ion (s) ,  or
agency ( ies) that were contacted for information or
consultation during the planning and preparation of the
environmental assessment. It is particularly inportant
to ident i fy those Federal ,  State,  and/or local  agencies
that vtere contacted in regards to compliance with other
laws or regulat ions (see the cr i t ical  elements of
chapters IfI and fV) . l

B. Preparers and Reviesers

[NOTE: List  the name, t i t le,  and agency/department of  al l
preparers (and reviewers, i f  appropr iate) of  the
environmental assessment. ]

CHAPTER VT
REFERENCEE

INOTE: List all references that were cited in the text.

For example: of f ice of  Surface Mining Reclamation and
Enforcement,  1983, Approval  of  state and rndian
reclamation program grants under Tit le IV of the Surface
Mining Control  and Reclamation Act of  L977, f inal
environmental impact statement: Washington, D. C. , tJ. S .
Government Pr int ing Off ice,  OSM-EIS-I I .  J

CEAPTBR VII
APPENDIXE8 (inctr.rde onty if appropriate)

INOTE: Include
substantiates
fundamental to a

ITITLE v ]

mater ial  in an
the environmental
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appendix if i t
analysis and is

of the environmental
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document [40 cFR ]-5o2.19 1. Try to l imit  the appendixes
to mater ial  that is absolutety essent ial .

Copies of letters, memorandurns r or other correspondence
from Federal, State, and/or local agencies that may have
been received in relation to compliance with other laws
or regulat ions (see the cr i t ical  elements of  chapters I I I
and rv) are often included in the appendix to provide a
complete record for the decisionmaker. Be sure to
properly reference the inclusion of these documents in
the appendix when preparing the text for chapters III and
IV,  as  appropr ia te . l
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FTNDING OF NO sIGNIFTCAIIT TUPACT

(tnsert l, l ine xanrel CoaI Ftine
Mining PIan (or,  l { in ing ptan t{odi f  icat ion,  as appropr iate)

Federal Lease Number (s) (rnsert lturbers)
(lnsert County & State)

( lnsert  Any Other Pert fnent lnformat ion,  i f  appt icabte)

[NorE: A " f inding of  no signi f icant impactrr  (FoNsr) is
both a formal environmental document, and a 'keyrr legar
document, that briefry presents the reasons why a
specific Federal action would not have a signif icant
effect on the human environment. rt documents the
decision that an environmental impact statement wil l  not
be required [  40 cFR i-509. 13 ]  .  The FoNSr is based on a
completed env i ronmenta l  assessment  [4o cFR Lso] - .4(e)  I .

A. fntroduction

INOTE: Provide a brief sunmary of the proposed action,
from chapters I and If of the environmental assessment.
Explain WHO wants to do WHAT, WHY, WHEN, HOW and WHERE. l

B. gxisting Environmental. Coverage

L. Si te-speci f ic environmental  inpacts that would resul t  f rom
approval or disapproval of the proposed (insert mine namel mine Mining
Plan (or, l l inins Ptan l lodif  icat ion, as €ppropriate) are identi f ied in the attached
( insert date) environmental assessment prepared j  oint ly by ( insert
Federal/state/Tribal asency name) and the Off ice of Surface Mining Reclamation
and Enforcement .

2.  ( lnc t r . rde a  s imi tar  d iscuss ion for  o ther  ex is t ing/ re l ,a ted docunents  that  Here L is ted in  chapter
I of the envirormntat assessmnt, i f  appropriate.)

C. Author ized Of f ieer fs  Dec ig ion

The (insert date) environmental assessment prepared jointly by rinsert
Federat/state/Tribat asency nam) and the Of f ice of Surface Mining Reclamation
and Enforcement for the (insert mine namet mine Mining PIan (or, r,r inine ptan
Modi f ication, es appropriate) has been thoroughly reviewed and has been
determined to adeguatety discuss the environmental issues and
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inpacts of this project proposal and is current and adequate for
Federal  Mining Plan (or,  t { in ing Ptan modif  icat ion,  as appropr iate) appfoval  pufposes -

. Based on the evaluation of impacts given in this environmental
asiessment I  T f ind that no signi f icant impacts to the qual i ty of
thF human environment would result from any of the reasonable
aLternat ives, including the proposed act ion, analyzed in the
environmental assessment. Therefore, an environmental impact
statement on the ( insert  mine namel mine Mining PIan (or,  l , l in ing Pl ,an l ' lodi f  icat ion,  as

appropriate) wil I not be required .

Date Chi-ef , feAeral Programs Division
Western Field OPeratj.ons

Off ice of  Surface Mining Reclamation
and Enforcement
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